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Dynamics of language contact in 
the circumpolar region

• This project is launched in Institute of 
Linguistics RAS (Moscow) in 2017.

• Aim: Description of dynamics of language 
contacts in the Circumpolar  region.

• Feature: from the static description of 
individual languages to the dynamic 
description of the mutual influence.



Dynamics of language contact in 
the circumpolar region

• Ways: a complex linguistic description of 
several contact areas characterized by 
intensive language contact. 

• Each area is studied by a team of 
professional linguists with years of 
experience in the  languages concerned.

• Comparison to contact zones in other 
regions of the World.



Database
• Beside the descriptions the database of all 

communities in the area is being created.
• Coverage: all populated places of 

Circumpolar area, current and former ones
• For each locality:

– population history
– ethnolinguistic data
– nomadic data
– bilingualism



Database
Sources: 
• Census data (1897, 1926, 1959, 2002, 

2010).
• Published (and unpublished) descriptions 

of language situations.
• Experts’ opinion based on their fieldwork.



Database: Example



Database: Comparison
• Linguists are often skeptical about census 

data on languages, so we checked how 
much census data correspond to real 
language statistics in Circumpolar areas of 
Russia.

• It has been found that experts’ opinions 
rather support census statistics on the 
microlevel, that is when it concerns 
individual settlements. 



Database: Comparison
Area Settlement language Source total ethnic 

group speakers

YaNAO Tol'ka KS N.Selkup Kazakevich 2012 1923 541 260
Census 2010 1963 557 374

YaNAO Ratta N.Selkup Kazakevich 2012 259 166 100
Census 2010 234 165 52 / 155

Krasnoyarski Farkovo N.Selkup Kazakevich 2014 279 229 30
Turuxanski rajon Census 2010 276 118 27

Krasnoyarski Kellog Ket Kazakevich 2009 330 241 70
Turuxanski rajon Census 2010 309 216 119

Krasnoyarski Baykit Evenki Kazakevich 2005 4237 423 100
Evenkia Census 2010 3514 401 115/103



Database: Coverage

• Currently: 
–Circumpolar area of Russia

• Plans: 
–Skandinavia, 
–Arctic and Subarctic areas of North 

America 



Database: Coverage



Database: 
Coverage



Maps
• One of the important uses of the database 

is creation of detailed language maps.
• Maps let see patterns not evident from 

other perspectives.
• Relative vs. Absolute size of 

communities.
• Detailed maps of regions or languages.
• Maps of migrations and historical areas.
• Maps of nomads’ languages.



Maps: relative size of languages

• Useful to 
understand 
distribution of 
languages, 
especially in 
multilingual 
areas.



Maps: relative size of languages
• But when most people use a dominant language 

only the relative-size maps are not very 
informative.



Maps: absolute size of languages
• Larger communities in larger settlements.



Maps: relative size



Maps: absolute size



Maps

Detailed 
maps of 
regions or 
languages:

Lower Ob’ 
river 2002



Maps
Migrations and 

historical areas:
West Taimyr

19th c. Veps area



Maps

Grammar 
and lexis



Thank you!

Спасибо!


